REVIEWS.
likely to cause shock, was investigated?operations on joints, bones, and nerves; on the brain and medulla; manipulations of the peritoneum, omentum, intestines, kidneys; crushing the testicle; forcible dilatation of the anus, etc., etc. The author's conclusion is, that the phenomena of shock are mainly due to the impairment or breakdown of the vasomotor mechanism, and that the heart is not the principal factor in its production. In practice, the occurrence of shock is influenced by the constitution of the patient, the state of the general health, the duration of the operation, the amount of bruising, tearing, and rough handling of tissues and organs, exposure to cold, the nature of the anaesthesia, the amount of haemorrhage, and the parts involved by the operation. Important vasomotor areas, such as those of the great splanchnic, are specially susceptible. The concluding chapters deal with the prevention and treatment of shock ; the recommendations given are those in general use.
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